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BACKGROUND PAPER C:  SELECTION OF THE BROAD AREAS OF SEARCH  
 
 
C1 This background paper provides further information on the work undertaken at 

stage 1 on each of the separate assessment themes: biodiversity and earth 
heritage, landscape, recreation and enjoyment and the historic environment.   

 
 
Introduction to the Assessment 
 
C2 Stage 1 was concerned with identifying broad areas of search for possible 

locations of coastal and marine National Parks. It comprised a strategic 
assessment of the available data on Scotland’s coastal and marine 
environment to identify areas of outstanding national importance. Drawing on 
the first legislative criteria in the National Parks (Scotland ) Act 2000, four 
main components to this assessment were identified: biodiversity and earth 
heritage, landscape, enjoyment and recreation and cultural heritage. For each 
theme, a number of subthemes were developed (9,2,2 and 1 respectively).  

 
C3 To readily map the available data  within each of the assessment themes and 

subthemes, it was decided that Scotland’s coastal and marine environment 
would need to be divided into a number of discrete geographic units. A 
number of existing approaches to this subdivision already exist, including the: 

 
• 32 seascape units from a 2005 SNH offshore windfarm capacity study;  
• 22 local authority areas with coastal/estuarine components   
• 20 subunits of the Maritime and Coastguard Agency operational units;  
• 15 structure plan areas with coastal/estuarine components;  
• 15 SNH Natural Heritage Zones with coastal/estuarine components;  
• 12 inshore fisheries management group areas proposed by the Scottish 

Inshore Fisheries Advisory Group (SIFAG); 
• 12 socio-economic coastal areas from a 2002 research report 

undertaken for the Scottish Coastal Forum (SCF);  
• 11 SNH Operational Areas;  
• 10 coastal sectors from a JNCC paper prepared for the DEFRA Review 

of Marine Nature Conservation; 
• 10 SEPA River Basin Area Advisory Groups;  
• 8 JNCC Coastal Directories areas;  
• 4 regional sea areas from the DEFRA Review of Marine Nature 

Conservation  
 
Each of these existing approaches was reviewed against the following criteria.  

 
• Scale: there should be a sufficient number of similar sized divisions to 

represent broad character areas but not too many that the differences 
were too detailed. 

• Data availability: the boundaries of the divisions should, if possible, be 
digitised and relate to existing approaches for ease of obtaining 
breakdown of data. 
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• Functionality: the divisions should reflect coastal and marine ecosystems, 
character and processes and brigade obvious coastal management units. 

 
C4 In practice, it proved impossible to meet all these criteria, and a pragmatic 

choice of divisions emerged combining elements from these approaches. 
These ‘seascape divisions’ are illustrated in Map 1. Throughout the exercise, 
we have emphasised that these divisions were intended simply as a means to 
facilitate the stage 1 assessment, and were not intended to define the 
National Park areas that would emerge at Stage 2.   

 
C5 The main concern with this approach is in the different size of these divisions. 

To partially address this issue, we undertook some further analysis on 
combined groupings of the separate divisions for the Moray Firth (North coast, 
Inner and East coast Moray Firths) and South East Scotland (Tay, Forth and 
Berwickshire). We also looked separately at the subthemes used for the 
different assessment themes that are presented in terms of percentage 
coverage, as the scale of the separate divisions do not influence these in the 
same way.  Further division of the larger areas was also considered but 
rejected on the basis that a large number of divisions would be created.  

 
C6 The other major issue was the seaward and terrestrial boundaries of these 

seascape divisions. For the former we used any relevant data that existed up 
to 12 nautical miles (nm) from baseline. For the latter, a 1km zone was 
defined on the basis that coastal qualities should form the basis of this 
assessment, rather than other ones. In practice, further debate is needed on 
the seaward and terrestrial extent of a Park area. 

 
 
Undertaking the Assessments 
 
C7 The following pages provide further information on each of the four 

assessments. Detailed results are also presented for each.  
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 Assessing biodiversity and earth heritage interest 
 
C8 There is no simple measure by which to assess the relative importance of the 

biodiversity and earth heritage from one region to another. Indeed, even when 
broken down into constituent habitats or environments (e.g. inter-tidal areas) 
or faunal groupings (e.g. seabirds, marine mammals etc) there is no single 
index or indicator that accurately reflects the relative importance of different 
divisions for that habitat or faunal group.  

 
C9 To overcome this problem a wide range of indicators was considered (circa 

120), from readily available information sources, each of which represents just 
one aspect of Scotland’s maritime biodiversity and earth heritage but which, 
when viewed together, help distinguish those divisions with, relatively, 
greatest environmental interest. These indicators include the distribution and 
abundance of particular maritime species and habitats (typically those 
identified as of conservation importance through the UK Biodiversity Action 
Plan and the Habitats Directive), and also the distribution and extent at the 
coast or at sea of areas designated for their conservation importance 
(primarily Special Areas of Conservations (SACs), Special Protection Areas 
(SPAs) and Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs)).  

 
C10 Each indicator used has limitations or ‘health warnings’ associated with it. 

These may be due, for example, to incomplete reporting or survey, to 
shortcomings in the survey methodology originally employed, to bias in the 
surveys concerned towards particular species or habitats at the expense of 
others or simply due to the information concerned being dated. Many, equally 
valid (or potentially more valid), measures of biodiversity and earth heritage 
interest than have been analysed also exist but have not been considered 
here because nation-wide datasets do not exist, and/or would have required 
time-consuming collation and interpretation before being of value. These 
limitations are acknowledged. Each indicator used herein serves simply as a 
crude surrogate of one aspect of biodiversity and earth heritage interest, of 
little value in itself but of considerable value when combined with all the others 
and viewed as a whole.  

 
C11 For ease of comparison the indicators were split into the following subthemes 

areas.  
 

• Marine Habitats (and Benthos) Twenty-three indicators were considered. 
The principal data sources used were the SNH GIS and Intranet, for details 
on designations and interest features, the JNCC Website, for details on 
Annex 1 Habitat distribution, Ellis and Munro (2004), for information on 
UKBAP priority habitat distribution and the JNCC Coastal Directories series 
(Barne et al 1997) for data on rare and scarce species. 

 
• Coastal Habitats Twenty-one indicators were reviewed, based largely on 

Annex 1 habitat distribution, from the JNCC website and UKBAP priority 
habitat distribution, from Ellis and Munro (2004). It was not possible to 
distinguish, easily, SSSIs and SACs designated for coastal habitats from 
those designated for other biological features not dependant upon 
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proximity to the sea but which lie, coincidentally, adjacent to the coastline, 
and so designated sites were not considered for this theme.  

 
• Birds  Thirty-nine indicators were reviewed, though 26 of these relate 

simply to the distribution and abundance of individual seabird species. The 
principal data sources consulted were the SNH GIS for information on 
designated sites, the JNCC Coastal Directories Series (Barne et al 1997) 
for details on wintering wildfowl populations, seabird colonies and breeding 
sites on coastal grassland, and the Seabird 2000 census from the JNCC 
website, for information on breeding seabird distribution and abundance. 
WeBS data on wildfowl populations were not available in a format suited to 
the regional analysis described herein. 

 
• Marine Mammals Twenty-one indicators were considered, though 

principally just abundance and distribution data on individual species. Data 
sources consulted included the SNH GIS, Reid et al’s (2003) Atlas Of 
Cetacean Distribution In North-West European Waters, the Sea Mammal 
Research Unit Website: Scientific Advice on Matters Related to the 
Management of Seal Populations, 2004.  (UK Special Committee on Seals, 
Advice. 2004) and the National Biodiversity Network Gateway website.  

 
• Fish Eleven indicators for fish were considered, focusing on Annex II 

species listed in the Habitats Directive, and on salmon and basking shark 
(i.e. with the exception of salmon, species of conservation, rather than 
commercial, interest). Different sources were reviewed for the Annex II 
species giving, unfortunately, different results and this theme would have 
benefited from further study.  The sources used were the JNCC and 
National Biodiversity Network Gateway websites and the JNCC Coastal 
Directories, which contain data from the British Marine Fishes Database  

 
• Earth Sciences These were considered through review of 3 indicators, all 

related to designated sites (SSSIs) and sourced from the SNH GIS and 
Intranet.   

 
• Designated Areas Six indicators were considered for this theme, relating to 

the proportion, by length and area, of coastline or seabed designated as 
SAC, SPA or SSSI, based on data from the SNH GIS. As designated areas 
embrace the range of biodiversity and earth heritage interests referred to 
above, their distribution and abundance across the country is of particular 
relevance and, to a degree, they may be considered to integrate all these 
other interests.  

 
C12 References and data sources used for each subtheme were as follows: 
 

• Barne, JH, Robson, CF, Kaznowska, SS, Doody, JP, Davidson, NC and 
Buck, AL (eds). 1997. Coasts and Seas of the United Kingdom. Joint 
Nature Conservation Committee, Peterborough. (Coastal Directories 
Series.) [marine habitats, coastal habitats; birds and fish] 
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TABLE 3 
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Leach's Storm Petrel           C   P                 
Northern Gannet P P       C P C       P       P 
Great Cormorant C P P P P C P P C P C   P   C P 
European Shag P P C C C C C C C C P P P P C C 
Arctic Skua     P   P P   C C P             
Great Skua         P P P C C               
Mediterranean Gull No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data 
Black-headed Gull P P P     P P P C P P P P C C P 
Common Gull P P C P P P P C C P P   P       
Lesser Black-backed Gull C C P P P P P P P     P P P C P 
Herring Gull C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C 
Great Black-backed Gull P P C P P C P C C P P   P   P   
Kittiwake P P P P P P C P C C P C C P P C 
Sandwich tern P       P       C       C   C   
Roseate Tern                             P   
Common Tern P P C P P P P P P   C P P P C   
Arctic Tern     P P P C P C C P P P P P P   
Little Tern     P     P       P       P     
Common Guillemot P P P P C C C C C C P P C P C C 
Razorbill P P P P C C C P C C P P C P P P 
Black Guillemot P P P C P C P C C C             
Puffin     P P P C C C P P   P P P P   
BIRDS UKBAP spp.                                 
Roseate Tern                             P   
Common Scoter     P P     P P   P C P P C C   
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TABLE 4 
MARINE MAMMALS 
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MAMMALS. Annex II Spp.                                 
Otter C C C C C C C C C C C C C C P P 
Maritime SACs for Otter  O  O 3 4 2 3 1 2 O O 1 O 1  0 0 0 
                                  
Common (Harbour) Seal Distribution A P C C P C P C C P C P P P C A 

Grey Seals: Major Breeding Colonies 0 0 9 0 0 8 4 7 11 3 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Marine SACs for seals and dolphins 0 0 3 1 0 3 0 2 2 0 2 0 0 1 1 1 

CETACEANS                                 

Bottlenose Dolphin       P P P       P C C C P     

Risso's Dolphin     C C P C P P P       P       

Common Dolphin P P C C P P   P                 

Minke Whale   P P C C C P P P P P P C P P P 

Harbour Porpoise P P C C C C P C C C P C C C P P 

Killer Whale     P C P C P P   P   P P       

White-beaked Dolphin     P C C C C C C P P P C P P P 

Atlantic white-sided Dolphin       P P P   P         P P     

Cuvier's Beaked Whale       P                         

Sowerby's Beaked Whale         P                       

False Killer Whale       P   P                     

Long-finned Pilot Whale                   P   P         

Fin Whale               P   P     P       

Humpback Whale               P   P             
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TABLE 5 
FISH 
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FISH. Annex II Spp.                                 
Sea Lamprey C P P A A P A A A A P A A P P A 
SACs for Sea Lamprey P A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 
River Lamprey P P A P A A A A A A P P P P P A 
SACs for Sea Lamprey P A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 
Allis Shad C P P P A A A A A A A A A C P A 
SACs for Allis Shad A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 
Twaite Shad C P P A A A A A A A A P A P P A 
SACs for Twaite Shad A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 
Sturgeon No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data No data 
FISH. Annex II Spp.                                 
Sea Lamprey                 2      2 1 2  
River Lamprey 2                      0 0 1 1
Allis Shad 3 17  5  3  6  ? ? ? ? 0 3 0
Twaite Shad   3  1 1 6 0 5  1 2 19 16 0 8 0
Sturgeon   13 2 1 1 3 3 10 3 2 4 14 17 4 6 2
FISH. Non-annex II.                                 
Atlantic Salmon C C C C C C C C C C C C C C P P 
Basking Shark A P P P P P A P A A A A A A A A 
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TABLE 6 
EARTH SCIENCE 
CRITERION 16

: S
O

LW
A

Y
 

15
: F

IR
TH

 O
F 

C
LY

D
E

 &
 

W
 K

IN
TY

R
E

 

14
: A

R
G

Y
LL

  I
S

LA
N

D
 &

 
C

O
A

S
T 

13
: L

O
C

H
A

B
E

R
, S

K
Y

E
 

&
  W

E
S

TE
R

 R
O

S
S

  

12
: N

O
R

TH
W

E
S

T 
C

O
A

S
T 

11
: W

E
S

TE
R

N
 IS

LE
S

 

10
: N

O
R

TH
 C

O
A

S
T 

9:
 S

H
E

TL
A

N
D

 

8:
 O

R
K

N
E

Y
 

7:
 N

O
R

TH
 M

O
R

A
Y

 
FI

R
TH

  

6:
 IN

N
E

R
 M

O
R

A
Y

 
FI

R
TH

 

5:
 E

A
S

T 
M

O
R

A
Y

 
FI

R
TH

  

4:
 E

A
S

T 
G

R
A

M
P

IA
N

 
C

O
A

S
T 

3:
 F

IR
TH

 O
F 

TA
Y

  

2:
 F

IR
TH

 O
F 

FO
R

TH
  

1:
 B

E
R

W
IC

K
S

H
IR

E
  

                                  

SSSIs: Earth Science Interest. A P P P P P P P P P P C C P P C C 
SSSIs: Earth Science Interest. B 20 44 56 66 17 26 25 39 13 8 19 4 13 5 21 13
SSSIs: Coastal Geomorphology 3 0 3 0 1 8 2 6 2 1 4 3 3 2 0 2
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NATURE CONSERVATION DESIGNATIONS 
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PROPORTION OF COASTLINE 
DESIGNATED                                 
SAC_Coast% 34 0 19 17 10 10 16 11 13 58 49 17 15 55 2 46
SAC_Area% 19 0 3 2 0.3 2 0.1 0.5 2 7 75 6<0.1 11 0.2 8
SPA_Coast% 21 5 18 11 3 11 17 12 17 53 62 15 28 48 70 46
SPA_Area% 6 0.3 0.2 0.1<.1 0.1<.1 <.1 0.2 0.1 7<.1 0.3 5 4 0.4
SSI_Coast% 54 22 37 21 20 22 52 24 23 69 72 69 49 59 76 86
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TABLE 8 
OVERVIEW OF RELATIVE SIGNIFICANCE 
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Marine Habitats                                 

Coastal Habitats                                 

Birds                                 

Marine Mammals                                 

Fish                                 

Earth Science Interests                                 

Designations (proportion of length/area 
designated)                                 

 
 
KEY TO TABLES 1-7   

C Indicator relatively common / extensive  
P Indicator relatively uncommon / limited in extent 
A Indicator absent / exceptionally rare 

  
KEY TO TABLE 8 (Header Row)   
  Seascape Divisions of greatest relative significance  
  Seascape Divisions of moderate significance 
  Seascape Divisions of least relative significance  
   
KEY TO TABLE 8 (Exc. Header Row  
  Region of relatively greater importance for theme 
  Region relatively lesser importance for theme 
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Assessing landscape Interest  
 
C19 Guidance produced by the Countryside Agency and SNH (Landscape 

Character Assessment – Guidance for England and Wales, 2002) suggests a 
number of landscape attributes that can be used in the evaluation of the 
importance of a particular landscape. These include landscape quality; scenic 
quality, rarity, representativeness, conservation interests, wildness and 
associations. In practice, the work needed to use these attributes to inform an 
evaluation process is considerable, and was beyond the scope of this national 
exercise. 

 
C20 Against this background, the assessment of the landscape component at 

Stage 1 has been undertaken using two criteria for which data were more 
readily available:  the percentage coverage of landscape designated coast, 
and percentage of coast identified as of a wild/natural character.  The analysis 
for both has been undertaken on a 1 km wide coastal strip (i.e. between 
MLWS and a point 1km inland), for each of the 16 seascape units. 

 
Designated landscapes  
 
C21 The suite of 40 National Scenic Areas (NSAs) and the range of local 

landscape designations identified in local authority development plans (such 
as Area of Great Landscape Value, Regional Scenic Area/Coast, etc) capture 
Scotland’s most valued landscapes.  Recognising that the suite of NSAs is 
considered by many to be incomplete, and in particular under-represents 
Scotland’s coastal landscapes, this analysis does not seek to distinguish 
between nationally important and locally important landscapes.  

 
C22 For each of the 16 seascape units the percentage land cover that is either 

locally or nationally designated has been calculated.  Each seascape unit has 
then been categorised according to whether it is predominantly designated 
(50% or more of the land is designated), a significant area designated (20 to 
49% of land designated), or designation is largely absent (less than 20%).  

 
C23 The main drawback in the use of this data set is that areas of coast where the 

local authority have decided not to use local landscape designations may be 
relatively under-represented. Equally, not all locally valued landscapes will be 
valued nationally. 

 
Wild and natural landscapes  
 
C24 An assessment of the wildness and naturalness of the 1 km coastal strip has 

been undertaken based on the presence/absence of certain attributes 
identified in existing datasets at 1 km2 resolution.  Each 1 km2 has been 
categorised as wild/natural if its land cover is identified as natural/semi-natural 
(based on Land Cover Map 2000 data), no roads or railways are present 
(based on OS datasets), and built and physical infrastructure are absent 
(based on Point X Infrastructure Support data).  
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C25 For each of the 16 seascape units the percentage of 1 km2 classified as 
wild/natural has been calculated.  Each seascape unit has then been 
categorised according to whether it is predominantly wild/natural  (50% or 
more of the units), a significant area is wild/natural (20 to 49% of the units), or 
wildness/naturalness is largely absent (less than 20%).   

 
C26 The main drawback in the use of this data is that it only identifies areas of the 

coast with natural or wild qualities. While these qualities are clearly of 
importance in determining the location of a coastal and marine National Park, 
it ignores more settled, built-up and less wild areas of coast that may also be 
of national landscape value from a natural or cultural heritage perspective. 
However, some of this interest will be picked up in the data used in the 
cultural heritage assessment and also in the use of local landscape 
designations as part of the designated landscape criteria described above. 

 
Bringing the data together 
 
C27 To assess the relative landscape importance of each division using this data, 

we split the range of the scores calculated for each of the landscape criteria 
into even three classes. 

   
• Designation: 75% less 15% = 60, which gives 3 classes with a range of 20 

(15 to 34.9, 35 to 54.9, 55 to 75). 
• Wildness/naturalness: 34.7% less 1.1% = 33.6, which gives 3 classes with 

a range of 11.2 (1.1 to 12.2, 12.3 to 23.4, 23.5 to 34.7) 
 

To produce an overall result, we then combined the separate rankings as 
follows. 

 
Possible combination Score Rank 

L + L 1 L 
L + M 2 M 
L + H 3 M 
M + M 3 M 
M + H 4 H 
H + H 5 H 

 
 
Overview of landscape importance 
 
C28 The results of this assessment are shown in the Table 9 & 10 and 

summarised below.  
 

Greatest Significance Argyll Coast and Islands 
Lochaber , Skye and Wester Ross 
Northwest Coast 
Western Isles  

Moderate Significance Solway 
Firth of Clyde and W. Kintyre 
North Coast 
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Shetland 
East Moray Firth 
East Grampian Coast 
Firth of Tay 
Berwickshire 

Least Significance Orkney 
North Moray Firth 
Inner Moray Firth 
Firth of Forth 

 
C29 These results remain constant if the SE coast and Moray Firth seascape 

divisions are combined. It is acknowledged that some changes in the middle 
ranking of seascape divisions result if the size of classes is changed. There is 
also a small variation if the extent of the coastal  strip is increased inland. 
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Table 9: Landscape - detailed breakdown of results 
 
SEASCAPE UNIT % 1km buffer 

covered by 
NSA or LLD

Ranking % 1km buffer 
categorised 

as 
natural/wild 

Ranking Combined 
Ranking 

1: Berwickshire  49 M 1.1 L M 
2: Firth Of Forth  28 L 1.2 L L 
3: Firth Of Tay  40 M 7.6 L M 
4: East Grampian Coast   39 M 6.6 L M 
5: East Moray Firth  50 M 1.1 L M 
6: Moray Firth  22 L 3.9 L L 
7: North Moray Firth   19 L 5.1 L L 
8: Orkney  20 L 7.2 L L 
9: Shetland  15 L 27.7 H M 
10: North Coast 52 M 22.4 M M 
11: Western Isles  43 M 34.7 H H 
12: North West Coast 75 H 30.5 H H 
13: Lochaber, Skye and Wester 
Ross 

60 H 34.7 H H 

14: Argyll Coast and Islands  61 H 23.0 M H 
15: Firth Of Clyde and W. 
Kintyre 

36 M 9.5 L M 

16: Solway 61 H 7.9 L M 
 
 
Table 10: Landscape  – results for combined areas 
 
SEASCAPE UNIT % 1km 

buffer 
covered by 
NSA or LLD

Ranking % 1km buffer 
categorised 

as 
natural/wild

Ranking Combined 
Ranking 

1-3: South East Coast  39 M 3.3 L M 
5-7: Moray Firth  30 L 3.4 L L 
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Assessing recreational interest  
 
C30 Despite various reviews (e.g. Scottish Coastal Forum, 2002) and collections 

of data held by SNH and Sportscotland, there are no national data on patterns 
of marine recreation in Scotland which were available to undertake this 
assessment. To help fill this gap, SNH commissioned research to provide an 
overview of the available literature covering coastal and marine recreational 
interests, including diving, bouldering, climbing, surfing, sea kayaking, sailing, 
wind surfing and bathing beaches. We also collected information on the 
locations on various recreational ‘facilities’, including wildlife watching boat 
operators, charter boat operators, marinas and slipways, sailing clubs, seas 
schools and outdoor centres and popular beaches. This information was 
mapped using the 16 seascape divisions, with the absence, presence or 
significant presence of each activity or facility recorded. 

 
C31 The main drawback in this approach is the question mark over the 

comprehensiveness and quality of the data we have collected. Some of the 
most important marine activities such as sailing or sea angling are also 
omitted – though both are to an extent picked up by the presence of charter 
boat operators and marinas and slipways. More significantly, some of the 
main coastal activities such as walking, horse-riding and cycling are not 
addressed, though some indication of the use of some areas for these 
activities can be indirectly inferred through the data on beaches.  We have 
also made no attempt to rank the relative significance of the data – for 
example in terms of numbers taking part, the type of activity undertaken or the 
national or international recreational importance of the location. Despite these 
constraints, the assessment can be said to represent the best snapshot of the 
intensity and range of marine recreation that we could generate given the data 
available. 

 
Bringing the data together 
 
C32 To assess the relative recreational importance of each division using this 

data, we used a simple scoring system to provide an overall measure of 
importance for both recreational activities and resources. To produce an 
overall result, we then combined the separate rankings as follows. 

 
Possible combination Score Rank 

L + L 1 L 
L + M 2 M 
L + H 3 M 
M + M 3 M 
M + H 4 H 
H + H 5 H 

 
 
Overview of recreational importance 
 
C33 The results of this assessment are shown in the Table 11 & 12 and 

summarised below.  
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Greater significance Firth of Clyde and W Kintyre 
Argyll Coast and the Islands 
Lochaber, Skye and Wester Ross 
East Grampian Coast 
Firth of Forth 

Medium significance Solway Firth  
Northwest Coast 
Western Isles 
North Coast  
Inner Moray Firth 
East Moray Firth 
Firth of Tay  
Berwickshire 

Least significance Shetland 
Orkney 
North Moray Firth  
 

 
C34 These results remain broadly constant if the SE coast and Moray Firth 

seascape divisions are combined, though the North Moray division increases 
to medium significance.  
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Table 11: Enjoyment and Recreation - detailed breakdown of results 
  
 
Number of recorded sites for marine and 
coastal recreation  
 
 
P = presence recorded (1pt), S = significant 
presence recorded (2pt), 1-4 Low,  5-7 Med, 
8-11 High 
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Number of recorded facilities for marine and 
coastal recreation  
 
P = presence recorded (1pt), S = significant 
presence recorded (2pt), 1-3 Low,  4-6 Med, 
7-11 High 
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Table 12:  Enjoyment and Recreation - results for combined areas 
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Assessing historic environment interest  
 
C35 Cultural heritage is broadly defined in the National Parks (Scotland) Act 2000 

to include ‘the structure and others remains resulting from human activity of all 
periods’ and the language, traditions, ways of life and the historic, artistic and 
literary associations of people, places and landscapes’. Capturing the 
importance of this breadth of interest in this (or any other) assessment 
exercise is not possible, nor can SNH claim any specific expertise in this 
topic. It should be noted that Historic Scotland also have significant policy 
reservations about any exercise which attempts to rank one’s area cultural 
heritage against another.  

 
C36 Against this background, the assessment of the cultural heritage component 

at Stage 1 has been limited to a simple analysis of the data included in 
Historic Scotland’s record of Listed Buildings and the Royal Commission on 
the Ancient & Historical Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS) National 
Monuments Record of Scotland.   

 
The National Monuments Record and Listed Building Data Sets 
 
C37 The National Monuments Record extends offshore out to the 12nm limit and 

includes various features such as maritime or underwater constructions and 
wrecks. In addition to listed buildings, scheduled ancient monuments and 
designated wrecks, the RCAHMS record also includes sites of historic interest 
though the monument of interest no longer exists.  

 
C38 The Listed Buildings data set of HS includes the most comprehensive record 

of listed buildings. As the National Monuments of Scotland record also 
includes listed building data, this has been omitted from the National 
Monument record total for each search area unit to avoid double counting.  

 
C39 The total combined dataset is large, with over 83, 000 entries. Both these 

datasets have been clipped to 1km to the coast (MHWM), though it is 
recognised that this will pick up recorded features which do not have strong 
connections to the coastal or marine environment.  These data sets also only 
record known interests, and are therefore to a degree a product of the 
intensity of the activity by HS and its predecessors rather than a absolute 
record of historic features. The other main limitation in this data is of course 
that the use of historic recorded data is by no means an overall measure of 
the cultural heritage as a whole, and omits consideration of language, 
traditions, art and literature.   

 
Bringing the data together  
 
C40 Equal weight was given to both the data sets. To assess the relative cultural 

heritage importance of each division using this data, we split the range of 
scores into the following three equal classes:  

 
• National monuments:17.0% less 1.4% = 15.6, which gives 3 classes with a 

range of 5.2 (1.4 to 6.5; 6.6 to 11.7, 11.8 to 17.0) 
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• Listed buildings: 18.5% less 1.4 % = 17.1, which gives 3 classes with a 
range of 5.7 (1.4 to 7.0, 7.1 to 12.9, 13.0 to 17.1) 

 
To produce an overall result, we then combined the separate rankings as 
follows. 

 
Possible combination Score Rank 

L + L 1 L 
L + M 2 M 
L + H 3 M 
M + M 3 M 
M + H 4 H 
H + H 5 H 

 
 
Overview of cultural heritage importance 
 
C41 The results of the assessment are shown in Tables 13 & 14 and summarised 

below.  
 

Greatest Significance Firth of Clyde and W. Kintyre 
Firth of Forth 

Moderate Significance Argyll Coast & Islands 
Lochaber, Skye & Wester Ross 
Western Isles  
Shetland  
Orkney  
East Grampian Coast 
Firth of Tay  

Least Significance Solway Firth  
Northwest Coast  
North Coast 
North Moray Firth  
Inner Moray Firth  
East Moray Firth 
Berwickshire Coast 

 
C41 A slightly different picture emerges is the South East Coast and the Moray 

Firth seascape divisions are combined. In this scenario, the areas of greatest 
significance would then be the South East Coast (1, 2, 3), the Firth of Clyde 
(15) and the Moray Firth (5, 6, 7). The most significant difference in this 
scenario is the increased importance of the Moray Firth area. The South East 
Coast is given greater significance overall, though this is largely derived from 
the Firth of Forth which was already of greatest significance.  
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Table 13:  Historic Environment - Detailed breakdown of results  
 
Area of Search National 

monuments 
(#) 

National 
monuments 
(% of total) 

Ranking Listed 
Buildings 
(#) 

Listed 
Buildings 
(% of 
total) 

Ranking Combined 
ranking 

1:Berwickshire  804 1.4 L 392 1.6 L L  
2:Firth Of 
Forth  

5604 9.7 M 5625 22.7 H H  

3: Firth Of Tay  2913 5.0 L 2808 11.3 M M 
4: East 
Grampian 
Coast   

3674 6.4 L 2417 9.7 M M 

5: East Moray 
Firth  

1078 1.9 L 1475 5.9 L L 

6: Inner Moray 
Firth  

3307 5.7 L 1460 5.9 L L 

7: North 
Moray Firth   

1350 2.3 L 341 1.4 L L 

8:Orkney  4364 7.6 M 897 3.6 L M  
9: Shetland  5535 9.6 M 510 2.1 L M 
10: North 
Coast 

1638 2.8 L 224 0.9 L L 

11: Western 
Isles  

4159 7.2 M 293 1.2 L M 

12: North 
West Coast 

1074 1.9 L 84 0.3 L L 

13: Lochaber, 
Skye and 
Wester Ross 

4025 7.0 M 463 1.9 L M 

14: Argyll 
Coast and 
Islands  

5502 9.5 M 919 3.7 L M 

15: Firth Of 
Clyde and W. 
Kintyre 

9887 17.0 H 5361 21.6 H H 

15: Solway 2877 5.0 L 1523 6.1 L L 
Total 57, 791   24, 792    
 
 
Table 14: Historic Environment - results for combined areas 
 
Area of 
Search  

National 
Monuments 
(#) 

National 
monuments 
(% of total) 

Ranking Listed 
Buildings 
(#) 

Listed 
Buildings 
(% of 
total) 

Ranking Combined 
ranking 

1-3: South 
East Coast 

9321 16.1 H 8825 35.6 H H 

5-7: Moray 
Firth   

5735 10.0 M 3276 13.2 H H 
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Combined results and overall conclusions  
 
C42 Having undertaken the four separate assessments, consideration was given 

to how best bring their separate results together. Given that the legislative 
condition being considered at this stage in the assessment process focused 
on the outstanding national importance of the area for its natural heritage, or 
the combination of natural and cultural heritage, a number of options were 
considered for this, including using the:  
 

• individual results from the biodiversity and landscape subthemes only;  
• overall results from the biodiversity and landscape assessment themes 

only;  
• overall results from each of the assessment themes only; and 
• the individual results from all the subthemes.  

 
For each of these four options, each of the divisions were simply ranked as 
high medium or low. An overall ranking of the results from each of the four 
options was then produced.   

 
C43 A small number of the divisions scored consistently against each of these 

options including Argyll Coast and Islands and Western Isles (both high), 
Solway Firth (medium) and North Moray Firth (low). Other divisions scored 
differently for each of the options, and these were grouped according to where 
they were most commonly ranked, with greatest weighting given in cases to 
the all themes and all subtheme options. As a consequence, a large middle 
grouping of divisions emerged. The detailed results from this exercise are 
presented in Tables 15-19 and summarised below. 

 
 

Greatest Significance 14. Argyll Coast & Islands 
13. Lochaber, Skye and Wester Ross  
11. Western Isles 

Moderate Significance 16. Solway Firth 
15. Firth of Clyde and W. Kintyre  
12. Northwest Coast 
10. North Coast  
9. Shetland 
8. Orkney 
6. Inner Moray Firth 
4. East Grampian Coast  
3. Firth of Tay 
2. Firth of Forth 

Least Significance 7. North Moray Firth 
5. East Moray Firth 
1. Berwickshire 
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Table 15: Combined results using biodiversity and landscape subthemes only 
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OVERVIEW OF RELATIVE BIODIVERSITY IMPORTANCE 
 
Marine Habitats                 
Coastal Habitats                 
Birds                 
Marine Mammals                 
Fish                 
Earth Science Interests                 
Designations (proportion of length/area 
designated) 

                
OVERVIEW OF RELATIVE LANDSCAPE IMPORTANCE 
Designations (proportion of length/area 
designated) 

                
Naturalness                 
Combined Natural Heritage Score  (all 
criteria) 

17 14 22 17 13 22 11 18 15 11 19 14 16 14 13 14 

 M M H M L H L H M L H M M M L M 
 
High = 18-22, Medium = 14–17,  L = 9-13 
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Table 16: Combined results using biodiversity and landscape themes only 
 

Overview of importance 16
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High = 5-6,  Medium = 3-4, Low = 2  
 
 
Table 17: Combined results using each theme 
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High = 9-12, Medium = 7-8, Low = 4-6  
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Table 18: Combined results using each subtheme 
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coastal recreation  

                

Number of recorded facilities for marine and 
coastal recreation 
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Table 19:  Overall Conclusions from the Stage 1 Assessment  
  
Overall Biodiversity and landscape 

only (all subthemes) 
Biodiversity and Landscape 
only (by theme) 

All themes All subthemes Suggested overall ranking 

High 14. Argyll Coast and 
Islands 
11.  Western Isles 
9. Shetland 
6. Inner Moray Firth 

14. Argyll Coast and 
Islands 
11.  Western Isles 
9. Shetland 

15. Firth of Clyde and W. 
Kintyre  
14. Argyll Coast and 
Islands  
13. Lochaber, Skye and 
Wester Ross  
11  Western Isles  
4. East Grampian Coast 

14. Argyll Coast and Islands 
13. Lochaber, Skye and Wester 
Ross  
11. Western Isles  
 

14. Argyll Coast and Islands 
13. Lochaber, Skye and Wester 
Ross  
11. Western Isles 

Med-
ium 

16. Solway Firth 
15. Firth of Clyde and W. 
Kintyre  
13. Lochaber, Skye and 
Wester Ross  
8. Orkney 
5. East Moray Firth  
4. East Grampian coast 
3. Firth of Tay 
1. Berwickshire 

16. Solway Firth 
15. Firth of Clyde and W. 
Kintyre  
13. Lochaber, Skye and 
Wester Ross  
12. North West Coast 
10. North Coast 
8. Orkney  
6. Inner Moray Firth 
4. East Grampian coast 
1. Berwickshire 
 

16  Solway Firth  
12 Northwest Coast 
9  Shetland  
6. Inner Moray Firth 
3 Firth of Tay 
2  Firth Of Forth 

16. Solway Firth 
15. Firth of Clyde and W. Kintyre 
4. East Grampian Coast 
9. Shetland 
8. Orkney 
6. Inner Moray Firth 
3. Firth of Tay 
2. Firth of Forth 
 

16. Solway Firth 
15. Firth of Clyde and W. Kintyre  
12. Northwest Coast 
10. North Coast 
9. Shetland 
8. Orkney 
6. Inner Moray Firth 
4. East Grampian Coast  
3. Firth of Tay 
2. Firth of Forth 

Low 12. North West Coast 
10. North Coast 
7. North Moray Firth 
2. Firth of Forth 
 

7. North Moray Firth 
5. East Moray Firth 
2. Firth of Forth 
3. Firth of Tay 
 

10. North Coast  
8  Orkney 
7. North Moray Firth  
5. East Moray Firth  
1. Berwickshire 
  

12. Northwest Coast 
10. North Coast 
7. North Moray Firth 
5. East Moray Firth 
1. Berwickshire 

7. North Moray Firth 
5. East Moray Firth 
1. Berwickshire 

   
Emboldened text indicates areas that are consistently rated whichever way the assessments are combined. The numbering refers to the listing of the 
divisions, and does not infer an ordering to the high, medium and low categories. 
 


