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Countryside Access Design Guide

• Notes
A simple design of timber edging re-using old telegraph poles to define the limit of permitted vehicle access. 

This type of barrier design is often useful as an edging to informal rural car parks, acting more as a limitation on vehicle
access than as a barrier. Its limited height means that it is not effective against more determined drivers, and especially
those in four wheel drive vehicles. 

Gaps of 1200, up to a preferred maximum of 1525, should be left at appropriate locations along the edging to allow
access by pedestrians and other legitimate users. These gaps can be usefully defined by low bollards (c. 300 - 400 in
height) formed from c. 1000 lengths of pole. 

Second hand telegraph poles can often be obtained direct from British Telecom or electricity supply companies when
lengths of overhead line are being renewed. They are also stocked by some second hand timber merchants. 

Larch logs can be used instead of telegraph poles but these soon rot and, once the bark starts to peel off, they look
unsightly.

‘Rod rounded’ treated timber poles or fencing strainers are also suitable but these tend to be more expensive than re-used
telegraph poles. However, their uniform diameter means that they make a neater job and are easier to install.

• Construction and Installation Details
The height of the edging should be no less than 150 to provide an effective boundary but should be no higher than 200
to avoid the risk of damage to the front spoilers of cars running right up to the edging. 

The taper of the poles should be let into the ground in order to maintain a uniform height. Poles should be butt jointed end
to end, with mitred joints being used to create bends. During installation, poles should be selected so that adjoining ends at
butt joints are of a similar diameter.

Poles should be fixed into the ground with 900 x 12 diameter ‘road pins’ hammered through pre-drilled holes at each end
and at 2000 - 3000 centres along the length. The holes should be of slightly smaller diameter than the pins so that the
pins fit tightly when hammered in. The tops of the pins should be flattened or hammered over to provide a sound fixing and
avoid leaving any sharp edges.

The adjacent hard surfacing of the vehicle access area should fall away (minimum 2˚) from the edging to avoid ponding
of surface water.

• Design Source and Contacts for Further Information
Design Source: Original log edging design adapted from Information Sheet 4.3.4 in ‘Countryside Commission

for Scotland ‘Battleby Display Centre - Equipment and Materials for Countryside Recreation
Sites’.

Further Information: Technique using second hand telegraph poles developed by Countryside Service, Environment
Directorate, Northumberland County Council, County Hall, Morpeth, Northumberland. NE61
2EF. Tel. 01670 533000.

• User Notes : Design Modifications and Reference Information
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