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1 accessible, but not very suitable or convenient for the purpose
2 but may be accessible to lighter trail bikes
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York Chicane
• Notes
The York Chicane was developed by York City Council and has been used extensively on cycle ways throughout the
country. It allows cyclists to pass through without dismounting, although some smaller childrens’ bikes may need to be lifted
over if the pedals or stabilisers catch on the tubing. The dimensions of the gap deter access by motorcycles, except
possibly some of the lighter trail bikes which it may be possible to lift over or manoeuvre through the gap. 

The chicane is accessible to pedestrians, although the 380 gap may be rather too narrow for people with mobility difficulties
and elderly people. Similarly, whilst the chicane can accommodate horseriders, it is not especially suitable or convenient for
this purpose. Provision for access by horseriders and other users, such as people with prams and pushchairs (single and
double), elderly and disabled people, and users of manual and motorised wheelchairs, should therefore be accommodated,
as appropriate, through the installation alongside of a kissing gate or other suitable structure.

• Construction and Installation Details
The chicane is fabricated from 100mm diameter galvanised, circular hollow section steel tubing and is fixed in concrete.
This type of chicane can also be constructed from timber (e.g. re-used railway sleepers installed end up) or stone (e.g.
granite setts).

Fife Chicane
• Notes
An alternative design of cycle chicane recently developed by Fife Council. Its dimensions are intended to allow passage by
pedal cyclists without dismounting, although some smaller childrens’ bikes may need to be lifted over if the pedals or
stabilisers catch on the tubing. The dimensions of the gap are intended to prevent access by motorcycles, although it has
yet to be thoroughly tested and it may be possible to manoeuvre some of the smaller types of trail bike through the gap.
The design of the chicane is such that it does not allow convenient passage by pedestrians.

Provision for access by other users, such as pedestrians, people with prams and pushchairs (single and double),
horseriders and users of manual and motorised wheelchairs, should therefore be accommodated, as appropriate, through
the installation alongside of a kissing gate or other suitable structure.

• Construction and Installation Details
The chicane is fabricated from 35mm diameter galvanised, circular hollow section steel tubing. The lower ends of the tubes
are fixed in concrete and the uppers ends screwed through a flange to adjacent 100 x 100 posts.

• Design Source and Contacts for Further Information
York Chicane : York City Council, Transport Planning Unit, 9 St Leonards Place, York. YO1 7ET. 

Tel 01904 613161.

Fife Chicane : Planning Service, Fife Council, Fife House, North Street, Glenrothes, Fife. KY7 5LT. 
Tel. 01592 413043.

• User Notes : Design Modifications and Reference Information
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