
Stockproof
Ease of use for

Pedestrians

Accessible 
to Motorised

Wheelchair Users

✓

Accessible 
to Manual

Wheelchair and
Pushchair Users

✓

Accessible to
Horseriders

✘

Accessible to
Pedal Cyclists

✘

Accessible to
Motorcyclists

Countryside Access Design Guide

Information Sheet  No.2.12

Metal Kissing Gate with ‘Radar’ Lock
(Page 1 of 2)

2
. 12

G
a

tes

Conforms to 
BS 5709

✓ ✓ ✓

Not to Scale

2.12A Oblique

Not to Scale

2.12B Plan (Gate and part of
enclosure)

Pin acting as gate ‘stop’. Releasing the
‘Radar’ lock allows this pin to be
withdrawn and the gate to swing through
past the shutting post, thereby permitting
access by larger motorised wheelchairs
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• Notes
This design comprises a heavy duty, galvanised steel and mesh gate with the enclosure formed by galvanised steel hoops.
It has been designed and is supplied by Centrewire Ltd.

Some people may consider metal gates to be less attractive and less in keeping with the countryside than traditional timber
designs. If necessary, for example in sensitive locations, the appearance of metal gates can be softened by painting them,
using a metal primer and top coat: muted colours such as brown or khaki often blend well into the landscape. Centrewire
is also trialing a coloured plastic coated finish, instead of galvanising, but it is expected that this will add considerably to
the cost.

The gate is 1000 high and 1200 wide. It is self-closing and is fitted with a ‘Radar’ lock. In normal use, it operates like a
conventional kissing gate, with movement of the gate limited by the two shutting posts at either end of the enclosure hoops.
This provides access for pedestrians, single and double pushchairs and manual wheelchairs, but does not allow access by
motorised wheelchairs or motorcycles. 

Releasing the radar lock enables the user to withdraw a latch that allows the gate to swing out past the shutting posts,
thereby permitting motorised wheelchairs to pass through. The gate should then be returned to its original position ‘inside’
the hoops and the ‘Radar’ lock secured: if this is not done, the gate will be rendered ineffective both against unwanted
users (e.g. motorcyclists) and against livestock. 

In this design of gate, the ‘Radar’ lock is a padlock that takes a ‘Radar’ key: this fits into a specially designed housing and
can be readily replaced. In common with most types of padlock, these padlocks can be relatively easily vandalised,
although new ones can be purchased quite cheaply (c. £10) from Centrewire and other specialist suppliers. Potential users
of this type of gate should therefore be aware of the possible inconvenience and costs of lock replacement on sites that are
prone to vandalism. 

This design conforms to BS5709.

The gate is fitted with self-closing hinges which ensure that it is stockproof. If sheep or lambs are present, it will probably be
necessary to net the enclosure hoops. 

The overall width of the gate and hoops is 1700 with a length (hanging posts to apex of hoops) of 2600. 

• Construction and Installation Details
The gates are supplied complete with hanging and shutting posts in an ‘H frame’ which ensures that the latch and gate are
kept permanently in alignment. The hoops are supplied in two sections which bolt together and to the gate shutting post.

Provided the ground is reasonably stable and, during installation, earth and stones are well rammed around the H frame, it
should not be necessary to use concrete.

• Design Source and Contacts for Further Information
Gate Design and Supply : Gates and spare ‘Radar’ padlocks from Centrewire Ltd., PO Box 11, Wymondham,

Norfolk. NR18 0XD 
Tel 01491 614490  Fax 01953 605637.

• User Notes : Design Modifications and Reference Information
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