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Countryside Access Design Guide

• Notes
An unusual, but effective, gate design that has been installed on the Fife Coastal Path, primarily to prevent motorcycle
access. It operates like a turnstile, with a steel gate rotating inside an outer steel enclosure. Stop posts limit the rotation of
the gate and restrict access by certain types of user.

The gate is accessible to pedestrians, single and double pushchairs and pedal cycles, but not to horses. Its accessibility to
wheelchairs has not been tested but it seems likely that it will allow passage by manual wheelchairs and small motorised
wheelchairs but not by the larger types of motorised wheelchair. It is not accessible to motorcycles.

In the original design, the gate and enclosure were to be constructed from timber but it is not known whether this was built.
Given the design of this gate and its mode of operation, it seems likely that a timber version would be difficult to construct
and more prone to failure. Those erected on the Fife Coastal Path are all fabricated from galvanised steel and are set in
concrete. There is no known documentation relating to the design details and specification for this metal version. The
design shown overleaf has therefore been taken from one of the existing gates and is intended to provide only general
design guidance. Underground details, such as the length of posts, have been estimated.

Some people may find steel gates less attractive than timber gates and may also feel that they are not in keeping with the
character of the countryside. However, the design and primary function of this gate means that it will be most appropriate
for use in urban and suburban locations where it is less likely to appear ‘out of place’.

• Construction and Installation Details
Gate : 2750 wide x 1000 high.

5 no. horizontal rails with two diagonal cross braces.

Outer frame and central pillar fabricated from 40 x 40 square section galvanised steel tubing.

Internal rails and cross braces fabricated from 40 x 10 galvanised steel plate.

Hinge : 2 no. hinges welded to central gate pillar and hanging post at top and bottom.

Hanging Post : 1 no. post fabricated from 100 x 100 square hollow section galvanised steel tubing. 1150 above ground
(estimated length c. 2000) and set in concrete.

Stop Posts : 2 no. posts fabricated from 100 x 100 square hollow section galvanised steel tubing, welded to rails of
enclosure and set in concrete. 1150 above ground (estimated length c. 2000). Gate overlaps stop post by 50.

Enclosure : Semicircular plus 200 overlap at either end with internal radius of 1425. 5 no. rows of rails to a top height of
1100, at same spacing as gate rails. Fabricated from 40 x 10 galvanised steel plate. Rails welded to 2 no. stop posts (see
above) and to 4 no. support posts. Support posts fabricated from 40 x 40 square hollow section galvanised steel tubing
set in concrete, with 1150 above ground (estimated length c. 2000).

• Design Source and Contacts for Further Information
Further Information : Fife Council Ranger Service, Townhill Country Park, Dunfermline. KY12 0HT. 

Tel. 01383 725596.

• User Notes : Design Modifications and Reference Information
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