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Countryside Access Design Guide

• Notes
Stiles can cause inconvenience and discomfort to users and, in some instances, may severely restrict peoples’ ability to
gain access to and enjoy the countryside. It is therefore recommended that a stile should only be installed as a last resort
when it is not possible to provide access by means of a gap or gate.

This design of two-step stile is suitable for installation in existing post and wire fences without the need to cut or alter the fence. 

It conforms to BS5709. The use of timber rails to enclose the top wire makes the stile safer for users and avoids any risk of
personal injury or damage to clothing from barbed wire.

• Construction and Installation Details
Fence Posts : 2 no 1675 x 100 x 75 pointed posts sunk into the ground so that the tops of the post are level with the top
wire. In the drawings overleaf it is assumed that this is at a height of 1015. (2 no. existing fence posts may need to be
removed to allow these new posts to be installed).

Treads : 2 no. 1200 x 200 x 50. 

Step Supports : Lower step - 2 no. 850 x 150 x 75; Upper step - 2 no. 1150 x 150 x 75.

Hand Post  : 1 no.  2250 x 75 x 75 post bolted to the side of one fence post with the top rounded to form a hand hold.

To enclose the top wire: Staple the wire to the top of the posts; nail lengths of 88 x 38 rail to either side of the posts (flush
with the top); cover the top with 150 x 30 rail and bevel the edges.

The top of the lower step should be 300 max. from ground level. The top of the upper step should be 300 max. from the
lower step. Assuming a standard fence height to the top wire of 1015, the distance from the upper step to the top stile rail
will be approximately 450. 

• Design Source and Contacts for Further Information
Design Source: Adapted from a design developed by the Countryside Service, Environment Directorate,

Northumberland County Council, County Hall, Morpeth, Northumberland.  NE61 2EF. 
Tel. 01670 533000

• User Notes : Design Modifications and Reference Information
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