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Countryside Access Design Guide

•Notes
Stiles can cause inconvenience and discomfort to users and, in some instances, may severely restrict peoples’ ability to
gain access to and enjoy the countryside. It is therefore recommended that a stile should only be installed as a last resort
when it is not possible to provide access by means of a gap or gate.

By virtue of their height and the number of steps, ladder stiles can cause particular access problems for many visitors to the
countryside, and especially for people with mobility difficulties. Therefore, reinforcing the above presumption against the
use of stiles, care should be taken to ensure that ladder stiles are only used where another design of stile would be
inappropriate, for example, to provide access over a stone wall.  

• Construction and Installation Details
Uprights : 4 no. 3000 x 130 x 60.  

Treads : Up to 10 no. 600 x 130 x 60, rebated 20 into the uprights. 

Platform : 5 or 6 no. 75 x 25 rails to required length. 

Prior to installation, the top coping stones of the wall should be removed for the full width of the stile. This serves to reduce
the height of the stile and allows it to be firmly and securely built into the wall. After installation, the coping stones should
be built back up to the outer edges of the stile. 

Each ‘side’ of the ladder stile is constructed to the same width; this means that when they are fixed together the two sides
are slightly offset.  A rebate of 20 is cut into each upright and the two sides bolted together with the head of each bolt on
the inside of the stile. 

The uprights should be sunk to a depth of at least 450, with the excavated earth firmly rammed back around the base.

Each upright should project 1000 above the platform/top step to provide hand holds. 

Steps are rebated 20 into the uprights and nailed from underneath. 

A platform should be constructed across the top of the stile by nailing lengths of 75 x 25 rail between the top steps on
either side.

Steps should be a maximum of 300 apart with the first step no more than 300 above ground level. The maximum number
of steps per side should be 5 (including the top step/platform). Assuming a normal maximum wall height (minus the coping
stone) of 1200, five steps should be sufficient. If more than 5 steps are required, an alternative access design, such as a
gate, should be used.

• Design Source and Contacts for Further Information
Design Source: Adapted from a design developed by the Countryside Service, Environment Directorate,

Northumberland County Council, County Hall, Morpeth, Northumberland. NE61 2EF. 
Tel. 01670 533000

• User Notes : Design Modifications and Reference Information
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