
Information Sheet  No.3.7
Stone Step Stile

(Page 1 of 2)

Conforms to 
BS 5709

✘

Stockproof

✓

Ease of use for
Pedestrians

Accessible to
Wheelchair &

Pushchair Users

✘

Accessible to
Horseriders

✘

Accessible to
Pedal Cyclists

✘ ✘

Accessible to
Motorcycles 

Countryside Access Design Guide

3
. 7

Stiles

10
00

90
0

60
0

30
0

300
approx.

30
0

30
0

30
0

300
min.

Y

X

100

3.7A Front Elevation

Scale 1:20
0 1000mm

3.7B Section X–Y

Scale 1:20
0 1000mm



Countryside Access Design Guide

• Notes
Stiles can cause inconvenience and discomfort to users and, in some instances, may severely restrict peoples’ ability to
gain access to and enjoy the countryside. It is therefore recommended that a stile should only be installed as a last resort
when it is not possible to provide access by means of a gap or gate.

Stiles over dry stone walls should be either a stone step stile or ladder stile (see 3.6); the former type is generally
preferable in being easier to negotiate and more in keeping with the landscape. 

• Construction and Installation Details
Assuming a standard wall height of 1200, three steps will be required on each side of the wall. The heights of the steps
should be 300 (max) from ground level to the first step, 300 (max) from the first step to the second step, and 300 (max)
from the second step to the third step. The distance from the top step to the top of the wall will be 300 on a 1200 wall.
On higher walls, the final ‘step over’ height should not exceed 450; where this would be exceeded, an alternative access
structure, such as a gate, should be considered.

Each step should be constructed from a single through-stone of at least 300 x 120 in section and protruding a minimum of
300 from each side of the wall,  

A large flat flagstone should be installed at ground level below the first step to prevent erosion or puddling at the base of
the stile.

The coping stones and, if necessary, the upper courses of the wall, should be cemented along the full length of the stile to
prevent stones becoming loose or falling off, and possibly becoming a hazard to users.

A hand post (2440 x 75 diam. round) with a rounded top should be installed adjacent to, and extending 1000 above the
top step. It should be fixed firmly in the ground and should be wired tightly through the wall to a 150 x 50 x 50 (approx.)
timber stay on the far side. 

• Design Source and Contacts for Further Information
Design Source: Adapted from a design used by the Northumberland National Park Authority, Eastburn, 

South Park, Hexham, Northumberland. NE46 1BS. Tel 01434 605555.

• User Notes : Design Modifications and Reference Information
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