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• Notes
Stiles can cause inconvenience and discomfort to users and, in some instances, may severely restrict peoples’ ability to
gain access to and enjoy the countryside. It is therefore recommended that a stile should only be installed as a last resort
when it is not possible to provide access by means of a gap or gate.

This design of stile has been developed by Fife Council Planning Service for use primarily on footpaths in more
inaccessible locations where wheeled access is not possible. Its appearance means that it is probably most suited to urban
and suburban sites. It has no steps and relies on a narrow gap to restrict access: this may cause problems for some people
with mobility difficulties. 

Evidence to date indicates that dogs can get through the stile and that cyclists can easily lift their bikes over. Recent
versions of this gate constructed by Fife Planning Service have incorporated a hinge to allow the gate to be opened for
organised groups and people with disabilities. Alternatively, if access is required for other users such as horseriders or
wheelchair users, a gate is provided alongside. 

One of the key features of this design is that it can be made by a local blacksmith to the height and width required to fit a
particular gap. The designs shown overleaf are just two examples of the type of structure that can be built. 

This design does not conform to BS5709 primarily because it is too narrow. 

• Construction and Installation Details
Fabricated by a blacksmith from 40 x 10 flat plate to the required height and width. On Version B tubular steel
strengtheners are used to give the structure added rigidity.

The stile is fixed with coach screws or rawl bolts depending on whether the adjacent supports are timber or
concrete/stone.

All joints are welded. Those installed by Fife Council have been painted. Galvanising would be an option, but this would
add to the cost. 

• Design Source and Contacts for Further Information
Design Source & Further Information : Fife Council Planning Service, Fife House, North Street, Glenrothes, Fife.

KY7 5LT. Tel 01592 414141.

• User Notes : Design Modifications and Reference Information

Information Sheet  No.3.9
Metal Squeeze Stile

(Page 2 of 2)

✍


