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Countryside Access Design Guide

• Notes
This design of fencing should only be used where there is a need to protect young trees and shrubs from rabbit and hare
damage. It should not be used as a stock fence and has a life span of only 5 - 10 years, which is normally sufficient to fulfil
its purpose.

Cattle and calves can cause serious damage to the netting and should be kept away by installing a simple guard fence
comprising two lines of twin strand, mild steel barbed wire set back at least 2 metres. 

Over time, sheep can also cause damage by putting their feet through the bottom of netting or catching their horns in the
netting and pulling. If sheep are likely to be present, consider erecting a pig mesh fence (see 5.4 and 5.5) and adding
rabbit netting to the outside.

If the above guidance is followed, cattle should not be in contact with the fence and therefore a top barbed wire will not
be necessary.

Since this type of fence is often of a temporary nature, round timber may be more economical.

The netting should be regularly checked and any holes immediately mended; rabbits and hares can cause a lot of damage
to young trees in a short space of time, especially in winter.

• Construction and Installation Details
End strainers : 2440 x 175 x 175 sawn or 2440 x 175 diam. machine rounded. With round strainers, use jointing strands
to fix the wires to help prevent the strainers rotating in the ground when the wires are tensioned. Round strainers will look
better if used in conjunction with round struts and posts. Struts should be used on all end strainers.

Intermediate strainers : 2440 x 150 x 150 sawn or 2440 x 150 diam. machine rounded as necessary. Struts will only be
necessary at significant changes in direction or angle.

When installing strainers, make the hole as narrow as possible and backfill with well rammed earth and stones. Strainers
rarely need to be concreted, except where ground conditions prevent the strainer hole being dug to the full depth.

Struts : 2440 x 100 x 100 sawn or 2440 x 100 diam. machine rounded as required. Mortice into strainers. With square
sawn end strainers, mortices should be offset to prevent rotation of the strainers when the wires are tensioned. With round
strainers, mortice the strut into the mid-line of the strainer.

Lean strainers back slightly against the pull of the fence. To minimise movement of the strainer when the wires are
tensioned, nail a timber cross piece to the ‘back’ of the lower end and, during installation, place a large stone block on the
‘front’ side just below ground level. This can be further assisted by positioning a stone block tightly against the lower end
of the strut.

Posts : pointed 1675 x 75 x 75 sawn or 1675 x 88 diam. machine rounded at 3600 centres. This can be extended to a
maximum of 7200 centres, although care should be taken to ensure that, over time, the support wires do not sag. 

Wire : 1050/31/19/50 rabbit netting clipped to the three support wires (12 gauge high tensile) and stapled to posts. Single
12 gauge high tensile plain wire above netting. Fix wires to posts with 38mm (1.5”) staples; angle staples to prevent splitting the
post timber and do not hammer fully home so that the wires are free to move. The bottom 150mm of netting should be folded
outwards (against the rabbits and hares) and dug into the ground to prevent them burrowing underneath.

• User Notes : Design Modifications and Reference Information
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