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Figure 1 - Key Steps in Establishing Scotland’s first coastal & marine National Park 
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Scottish Ministers consult on 
the principle of establishing  
coastal & marine National Parks 
as part of a wider consultation 
on the Strategic Framework for 
Scotland's Marine Environment 

Scottish Ministers consider the 
consultation responses and ask 
SNH to provide advice on the 
legislative and policy framework 
for a coastal & marine National 
Park, and to identify possible 
areas for designation 

SNH undertakes work
and provides advice 
 

Individuals and 
organisations contribute 
their views as part of the 

ess 

Scottish Ministers consider SNH’s advice
and consult on more specific proposals
for the legislative and policy framework
for coastal & marine National Parks, and
possible areas for designation 

Individuals and 
organisations contribute 
their views as part of the 
consultation process 

Individuals and
organisations contribute
their views as part of the
process of stakeholder
engagement 

Public consultation 
document (expected 
during 2006 following 
receipt of SNH’s advice)

SNH advice (requested 
by end of March 2006) 

Public consultation
document (April 2004)

Ministers consider responses to
the consultation and decide
whether to initiate the statutory
process for establishing a 
National Park 

 
 
The statutory process for establishing a National Park contained in the National Parks (Scotland) Act 2000. Special 
provisions are contained in Section 31 of this Act to ensure that fishing interests have the opportunity to input effectively 
to this process. 


