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Amazing
partnership
between a
fungus and a
green alga (a
microscopic
green plant ),
fungus provides
the 'home’, alga
provides the
‘food'

Food:

Usually on bare
surfaces - rock,
wood, soil.

Very sensitive to
air pollution.

Description:

Get their food
from other
plants. Vary
from microscopic
to metres long.
'Toadstools '
produce spores.
Main part of the
plant is a
network of
threads.

Food:

Varied. Many
types found in
woodland.
'"Threads' grow in
soil, leaf litter
and wood

Description:

Small green
plants growing in
clumps or
‘carpets’.

Have 'capsules'
instead of
flowers and grow
from tiny spores

Food:

Usually damp,
shady places

( some do grow
in drier places ).
Rock, wood and
soil surfaces

Description:

Green, non-
flowering plants,
often with
‘feather' shaped
leaves. Grow
from spores
which are
usually produced
on the back of
leaves

Food:

Usually shady
places, in soil or
in crevices in
rocks and trees

Description:

Green plants,
very varied in
shape and size.
Produce flowers
and seeds in
many different
designs

Food:

Usually grow in
soail, in a great
variety of
conditions. Need
more light than
'spore' plants

Trees and
Shrubs

Description:

Long-lived green
plants with
woody stems.
Flower and
produce seeds.
Some shed
leaves in winter
( deciduous ),
some don't

( evergreen )

Food:

Land up to 600m
in Scotland.

Root strongly
into soil and
even rock. Need
more light than
most other
plants




From the Den of Airlie Expedition Pack, wildwood designs and SNH
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