Stages in Earth’s Evolution – Timeline
0m         (4,500 million years ago)               - Sun and planets formed

5.5m      (4,000 M.y. ago)                            - Oldest known rocks

11 m      (3,500 M.y. ago)                            - Microscopic life in the oceans

17.8m    (2,900 M.y. ago)                            - Oldest Scottish rocks
23m       (2,000 M.y. ago)                            - Oxygen rich atmosphere. Plants 
                                                                       in the oceans.
38m       (1,100 M.y. ago)                            - All land lies south of the equator
45m          (400 M.y. ago)                            - Plants & animals colonise land
47m          (300 M.y. ago)                            - One super continent, Pangaea
48m          (190 M.y. ago)                            - Dinosaurs rule the Earth
49m            (65 M.y. ago)                            - Dinosaurs become extinct
49.45m       (50 M.y. ago)                            - Youngest Scottish rocks
49.8m    (350,000 years ago)                      - Modern humans arise
49.99m    (10,300 years ago)                       - Ice left Scotland
50m                                                              - Now
51m         (90 M.y. from now)                       - The Future
Source: Natural Leaders (NTS & SNH)

