[image: image1.jpg]Pooters allow children to pick up a small animal without harming it by
sucking the animal up a tube and into a container. They are designed
so that there is no danger of the children sucking the animal into their
mouths! Pooters are available from educational suppliers but why not
get the children to design, make and test their own?

Set a design challenge for your pupils. Let them choose their own
materials or give them e.g. two straws, some blue tak, scraps of fine
mesh material, a tub with a close fitting lid. Use a grain of rice or
something similar to practice on.

Another idea: Use two 10cm lengths of clear poly tubing, one with a
gap of about 7mm, the other of a size which will just fit inside this.
This kind of tubing is used for home brewing and is also found in
aquaria shops and through educational suppliers. You also need a
small piece of gauze or muslin (old tights will do), about 5 cm square.
Hold the gauze over the end of the finer tubing and push this tubing
into the wider tube.

Using a pooter. Suck through the mouthpiece. Once the animal is in
the tube put one finger over the end of the mouthpiece and put your
catch into a container with a lid.

Don’t try to catch any animals that are larger than the bore of
the tube!
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From: Craigellachie Education pack, by Lynda Lambert, illustrated by George Galbraith
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